
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 18, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners – Approve Vouchers  

10:00 AM Discussion – OBHC Health Care Authority – Skip Rosenthal 

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

  1:00 PM Executive Session 42.30.110 – Legal Matters 

  1:30 PM Update – Planning  

  4:00 PM Discussion – BLM Coordination – Brian Mulligan & Group  

  5:00 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve   

  7:00 PM Okanogan County Grange Candidates Forum – Commissioners Kennedy & Campbell 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on July 18, 2016, with, 

Commissioner DeTro Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, and 

Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present.  

 

The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 9:00 AM. 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

 

Briefing Among Commissioners – Approve Vouchers  

 

Discussion – OBHC Health Care Authority – Skip Rosenthal 

 

Mr. Rosenthal explained how he was made aware of the letter. A similar letter went out to Grant 

County and they did not receive the letter either. Okanogan County has the ability to decide 

whether or not to mid adopt fully integrated health care or in 2020 the county would be part of 

the group without a choice. Elect to go in early or go in later. We need to initiate a letter of intent 

and send it by August 1, 2016. Tenzin & Lisa were invited to discuss what is best for services. 

Commissioner Kennedy asked what Mr. Rosenthal’s thoughts were first. His understanding is 

that the BHO not till July 2018 as they would not be ready. What is the best interest to the 

citizens, overall funding levels right now turns into services such as case management, day 

support, etc… not indicate that a transition equates to more money but rather less. If we make 

the change it would likely decrease the funding OBHC receives. He explained the decrease to 

Grant County in the amount around $500,000. There are no ENT facilities there is still none 

available in this region. There is one Substance abuse facility in Wenatchee but they are limited. 

Tenzin explained how many people who were determined to be a danger to themselves. Tenzin 

explained two ENT’s are in Spokane crisis stabilization center with many of our citizens going 

there. They were not able to arrange for beds recently and would be clinically a huge concern of 

his. Chelan and Douglas counties have a hopeful optimistic outlook without really having 
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anything concrete. Despite the encouragement to move forward he doesn’t see anything as 

there are less beds per region which could be financially impactful. 

 

Mr. Rosenthal explained some state wide models versus region models. The other thing is what 

the position of the medical community is and have the commissioners discussed their position 

with the medical community? Mr. Rosenthal will meet with Confluence and have renegotiated 

MOU with the hospitals, recent Scott Graham with Three Rivers regarding cooperation in 

operating out of there. He has a lot of experience in this. It would be important to solicit input 

from them. 

 

BHO’s and RSN’s run the risk the model with the RSN being the board of commissioners have 

accepted the risk. We do not have the risk under the current model with Spokane County they 

hold the risk. Had we been with the Chelan Douglas County RSN we would have had the risk 

and he can see why they want us to join in that they would share the risk with us. Commissioner 

Kennedy stated Grant County is not happy with their situation having joined. There is no plan to 

address the biggest needs we have discussed over the years. Senator Parlette will be leading 

the group. The $200,000 they allocated to help the four counties implement the fully integrated 

managed care is really not much. She would rather see us continue with Spokane RSN until we 

must integrate.  

 

Member of the public Gina McCoy arrived at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Commissioners Campbell stated he understands proximity to patient care is important but 

Spokane versus Wenatchee. We have been pushed to jump on board with promises and no 

plan. 

 

Mr. Rosenthal asked why this region is the only region with early adopters. He discussed being 

willing to host a meeting between the medical providers and the commissioners. Commissioner 

Kennedy asked about discussing the development of our own model and starting here. 

Integration is happening and MR. Rosenthal encouraged the commissioners to participate. He 

will contact staff to arrange a meeting time in early August.  

 

Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

 

Mr. Rough explained some staffing changes he needs to make to the office reconfiguration. He 

asked about utilizing Courthouse Complex Maintenance employees for afterhours and 

weekends to help move the equipment. COB iterated that the Maintenance staff would be 

required to work their 40 hours per week for the courthouse complex and any overtime they 

wished to work for Public Works would be charged to Public Works at the overtime wage rate.  

Mr. Rough acknowledged the arrangement.  
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Motion Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 11:20 a.m. for 10 minutes to 

discuss with Ben Rough the performance of a public employee. Motion was seconded, all were 

in favor, motion carried.  

 

Executive Session ended on time at 11:30 a.m., no decisions were made.  

 

Executive Session 42.30.110 – Legal Matters 

Commissioner Campbell moved to go into executive session at 1:00 p.m. for one hour and 

invited Clerk of the Board Lanie Johns, Risk Manager Tanya Craig and appointed Counsel Rob 

McKenna, Adam Tabor, and Brian Moran to discuss legal matters to which the agency is a 

party. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Executive session ended at 2:00 p.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Update – Planning  

Albert Lin, Angie Hubbard, Perry Huston, Gina McCoy, Andi Ervin, and Omak City Manager 

Todd McDaniel and another woman with Andi Ervin 

 

Zone Code revisions-Continued public hearing 

Map Review 

Ms. Hubbard projected the map on the wall and showed areas where the marijuana operations 

were located. Mr. Lin asked about private schools and how that land use designation would be 

publically known to determine where an operation could be legally placed. Whatever the 

definition for School is should be clear. A definition should be researched. Commissioner 

Campbell stated he would like to see the definition clearer. He would like to see the buffer zone 

include private schools.  

 

The board continued through the zone code addressing different areas where Planning 

Commission recommended certain rules apply to certain land uses. Legal preexisting 

terminology was discussed and new operations would be required to obtain a conditional use 

permit.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to continue the public hearing regarding 

 

Executive Session 42.30.110 (1)(i) 

Commissioner Campbell moved to go into executive session at 4:00 p.m. for 15 minutes inviting 

Albert Lin, Perry Huston, and Risk Manager Tanya Craig to discuss legal matters to which the 

county may become a party. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

Gina McCoy left the hearing room at 4:06 p.m. 

 

Executive session ended at 4:15 p.m. no decisions were made.  
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Discussion – BLM Coordination – Bryan Mulligan & Group  

Linda Cotes-Markle, Kathrine Farrell 

 

A notice was received regarding work BLM is doing which prompted the commissioners to 

request coordination. Ms. Farrell is the lead planner and environmental person in their office in 

Spokane. Eastern Washington Plan includes 20 counties with about 400,000 scattered acres. 

Okanogan County has around 59,000 acres of the 400,000 acres in the Eastern Washington 

Plan. There is a separate plan for San Juan Islands.  

 

Commissioner Campbell stated there is a lot of smaller parcels. Ms. Farrell stated most of them 

are smaller. There are some timber harvesting happening in the northern counties with about 

2,000 acres of timber land. Mr. Mulligan stated a timber sale near Conconully is included. Field 

production in the Sinlahekin. What plans does BLM go through when they have timber for sale? 

MR. Mulligan stated they do collaborate with Forest Service and at the state level. SEPA and 

NEPA is also utilized which generates public participation.  

 

Mr. Mulligan explained the timber harvest is based on selection and what BLM wants for tree 

spacing, with harvest being of those in the upper size, being around 30 inches.  Commissioner 

Campbell asked if there are timber crews so they know what the value is. Mr. Mulligan did not 

know, but would get the information to the board. Mineral Hill north is the area considered.  

 

Ms. Farrell explained the public outreach that has been done to provide public participation. She 

further stated right now they have property agents, preliminary draft is not available unless we 

sign a cooperative agency agreement in order to share the information as they are pre-

deliberative documents. The commissioners want to be part of the deliberative process. Director 

Huston stated the commissioners would like to be able to review the information before it goes 

out in order to respond under the coordination process. Right now they are working on the 

environmental and once that step happens then the draft can be provided. She recognizes the 

board as an entity other than the public, but she is concerned that the document would be 

requested and released. She will check with her state office, but at this point it would be 2-3 

months before cooperating agencies receives a copy to comment upon. Commissioner 

Campbell asked what cooperating agency status means? Mr. Farrell stated as a cooperative 

agency they can share drafts, they would not expect us to post the meetings or pay for any 

extras, they would share the document and each entity would pay for its staff time. Ms. Farrell 

gave examples Washington States Park and Recreation, Colville Tribe, USFS, and BLM has 

invited the 20 counties to cooperate and she doesn’t know why but there are no agreements 

with any of those counties. 

 

Director Huston stated in the past the previous commissioners did not wish to sign a 

cooperative agreement. Ms. Farrell stated cultural resource laws and government to 

government information would be withheld. Mr. Mulligan stated BLM is not looking at putting the 

county in a compromising position. Commissioner Campbell stated there is some concerns 

about grass and vegetation standards. He wants to ensure BLM is on board with our own 

experts in the field to utilize the resources with the best management practice. Ms. Cotes-
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Markle explained a guide they would leave with the board. She sensed that another opportunity 

would be welcomed on site specific projects that would be of interest of the commissioners. She 

said there is much going on and thought every six months would provide enough frequency to 

the board to understand what they are doing. The group appreciated the Commissioners time. 

The meeting ended  

 

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve   

 

Okanogan County Grange Candidates Forum – Commissioners Kennedy & Campbell 

 

Commissioner DeTro adjourned the 5:00 p.m. 

 


